








From Vint Hill Farms to OCS Ft. Monmouth,
to Fort Snelling, Minn., March 1946. Second
Lieutenant Mitsuo Mansho and Second
Lieutenant Terasu Fukuhara.

Vint Hill Farms Station,
ASA

By Mitsuo Mansho, 2Lt, AUS

This account describes a translation
detachment stationed near Washington,
D.C., during World War Il, whose top
secret and ultra-sensitive work caused
top echelon to inform us that, for official
purposes, we did not exist.

From February 1944 to January 1946,
this detachment of Japanese-American
soldiers, all graduates of the Military
Intelligence Service Language School at
Camp Savage, Minnesota, operated at a
remote Army camp, hidden by tall trees
and farmland, between Manassas and
Warrenton, Virginia. This group, called
Unit B-1-V, produced reports classified
“top secret” at first, then later upgraded
to “Ultra Top Secret.”

| arrived at Vint Hill Farms with the first

group in early February 1944. This team
was led by M/Sergeant Joe Masuda and
Tech/Sergeant Koichi Shibuya. Later, a

Kawamoto (front).
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Vint Hill Farms Station
Signal Intelligence

By Shigeo Shiraishi, T/3

I volunteered from Hawaii in June 1943.
After finishing language school at Camp
Savage, Minnesota, | was assigned to
the Vint Hill Farms Station in January
1944, This farm was one of the foremost
training facilities for radio operartors and
their related functions. Our duties called
for us to translate and interpret
intercepted Japanese radio transcripts
for further evaluation by higher
echelons. Needless to say, our desk
bound mission prevented any enemy
encounters,

We can proudly say, however, that what
we contributed might have hastened the
end of the war. Our group numbered
approximately 50 Nisei during our
assignment beginning January 1944 and
disbanding in February 1946.

Visiting with two Int
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Shiraishi, Naomitsu Kitsuwa, and Max Sumida. Front row, L-R: Mr.
Sato (SatoClothiers), and Mr. Mihata (Mikata Shoten).
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Vint Hill Farms (1944-1946) - Front row, L-R: Ken Sakai, Morio Nishita

and Joe Muramatsu. Back row, L-R: James linuma, Shigeo Shiraishi

and Mits Mansho.

Class 19 - July - December 1943, Camp Savage, Minnesota. First row, L-

R: Harry Hiromoto,

Yoichi Kawana, K. Kitagawa, Franklin Wakakuwa and Max Sumida. Second row, L-R: Shoji

Yoneshige, Wilbert Toda, Hakobu Kumagai, W. Nishimoto
Shiraishi. Third row, L-R: George Ito, T. Ishisato, H. Hayashi, George Nishida, Norio Terao and

Bennet lkeda.
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» Chuck Hironaka and Shigeo
























