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Army Historian Saul  
to Visit in July
Eric Saul, former curator of the Presidio’s Mili-
tary Museum and a noted historian on the 
contributions of AJAs and other minorities to 
the U.S. military, will be in Honolulu begin-
ning the last week of July. He will be here for 
a week to gather materials on Nisei during 
World War II.

Mr. Saul has designed a number of exhib-
its on the military contributions of AJAs, 
African Americans, women, and Filipinos. 
He co-founded the Go for Broke 100th/442nd/
MIS Foundation in 1980, which later became 
the National Japanese American Historical 
Society. He was named guest curator at the 
Simon Wiesenthal Center in Los Angeles 
in 1994. Mr. Saul has been a consultant on 
several documentary films on the Nisei and 
the Holocaust and has co-authored or edited 
several history books.

He has offered to make a presentation to 
the MIS Veterans Club. The board is schedul-
ing Mr. Saul’s appearance and will apprise 
members of the date and location of this 
event.

Continues on next page

President’s Message
Aloha. The first meeting of the MIS Board of 
Directors for the New Year was held on Feb-
ruary 27. The chairs of our committees and 
schedule of events are as follows:

 Event Committees and Chairs
Congressional Gold Medal Ceremony, •	
March 9, Bishop Museum, G. Arine
MIS Panel Discussion, March 30,  •	
Bishop Museum, G. Arine
Memorial Day Flowers, May 25, National •	
Memorial Cemetery of the Pacific, G. Arine 
and K. Kikukawa
Waikiki Memorial Cleaning, July or August, •	
Fort DeRussy, G. Arine and K. Dunn
Joint Memorial Service, September 29, •	
National Memorial Cemetery of the Pacific, 
M. Matsunaga and G. Arine
Bonenkai Luncheon, October 13  •	
(tentative), Natsunoya, L. Enomoto
Christmas Party, December 1, Masa’s  •	
Cafeteria, T. Kubo and Y. Oshiro
Shinnen Enkai New Year Party, January–•	
February 2014, G. Wilson and G. Hirata

Kokua for Memorial Day Flowers, May 25
The MIS Veterans Club will be placing flowers on the gravesites of 
fallen comrades on Saturday, May 25, at the National Memorial Cem-
etery of the Pacific at Punchbowl. 

Members and families are welcome to participate. Volunteers 
will meet at Punchbowl beginning at 8:30 a.m. The MIS group will 
assemble halfway up the main driveway leading to the memorial. 
Please bring a deep pail, watering can, and floral clippers. Gloves 
and pliers to remove the in-ground vases are recommended.

This is a wonderful patriotic event for MIS members and their 
families to pitch in and pay homage to those who served so gal-
lantly. Mark your calendars and don’t forget to bring your tools. 
With the assistance of the Boy Scouts, we should be done before 
11:00 a.m. Light refreshments and snacks will be served.

For more information, contact: Chair George Arine, 456-2615 or 
george_arine@yahoo.com

Historian Eric Saul has written extensively about the 
exploits of the Nisei, such as MIS interrogators Toma 
Tasaki and Hisao Mikuni, both from Hawaii, shown 
with a captured Japanese soldier in Burma in Febru-
ary 1945. Photo courtesy National Archives.



Le

The Congressional Gold Medal tour concluded a month-
long stop in Honolulu.

The Bishop Museum, MIS Veterans Club of Hawaii, 
other AJA veterans groups, and major organizations and 
benefactors from Hawaii and elsewhere joined to spon-
sor the Honolulu medal exhibit, which was one of only 
seven in the nation.

A number of activities were organized for the exhibit, 
including a March 9 opening ceremony on the museum’s 
Great Lawn that was attended by more than 400 people. 
President George Arine represented the MIS Veterans 
Club during the program. A March 30 panel discussion 
on the MIS was presented before an overflow audience 
at Atherton Halau.

Four Scholarships Awarded
Four students at the University of Hawaii have been 
awarded scholarships through the MIS Veterans Club and 
Makiki Japanese Language School Scholarship Fund.

This year’s recipients were:
Randi Koseki•	
Zachary Clarke Mayberry•	
James W. Scanlon-Canegata•	
Crystal L. Valliant•	

The scholarships are open to any UH graduate or 
undergraduate student seeking to perpetuate the Japa-
nese language and culture. Preference is given to students 
who plan careers teaching the Japanese language.  Each 
student this year received about $2,400, based on the 
investment return on the endowment administered by 
the University of Hawaii Foundation. More than $34,000 in 
scholarships has been awarded over the past decade.

Recipient Randi Koseki reported to the MIS Veterans 
Club that she graduated in December 2012, and that 
the scholarship helped her fund that last semester. Her 
academic interests included Japan and Korea and she 
studied the languages of both. Randi plans to further her 
language studies and eventually hopes to be a Japanese 
language teacher or an English as a Second Language 
instructor.

President’s Message 
(Continued from page 1)

In his acknowledgment letter, Zachary Mayberry 
stated, “… words cannot describe how thankful I am for 
the contribution you’ve made not only towards my edu-
cation, but towards my life’s goals.” Zachary, who is the 
first person in his family to attend college, is presently 
studying abroad in Fukuoka, Japan, and plans to become 
a language teacher when he returns to the United States.

 MIS Committees and Chairs
Newsletter, G. Hirata•	
Membership/Directory, G. Wilson  •	
and H. Kawaoka
Scholarship, G. Masunaga•	
Nisei Legacy Center, T. Tsukiyama  •	
and M. Matsunaga
History/Archives, T. Tsukiyama•	

MIS remains a strong and active organization with a 
good mix of veterans, sons and daughters of veterans, 
active duty military, and associate members. We wel-
come your attendance at all of our events and activities.

Mahalo,
George M. Arine

Gold Medal Activities Draw Hundreds

LEFT:  Many MIS Veterans Club members participated in the 
opening ceremony at Bishop Museum, including (from left) Dusty 
Aoyagi, Glen Arakaki, George Arine, and George Matsunaga. 
Photo by Mark Matsunaga.

LEFT TOP:  The MIS panel discussion featured (seated, from left) 
Herbert Yanamura and Ted Tsukiyama and (standing, from left) 
moderator Barbara Tanabe, Arthur Ishimoto, Dick Hamada, and 
Mark Matsunaga. Photo by Wayne Iha.



In March 2012, my family and four friends from Tokyo took a 
trip to Okinawa. Our trip was prompted in part by Battle For 
Okinawa, a book by Colonel Hiromichi Yahara, senior staff 
officer for General Mitsuru Ushijima, commander of the 
wartime Japan Defense Forces. In his memoir, Colonel Yahara 

described how he had disguised himself as a schoolteacher 
dressed in civilian clothing in an attempt to return to Tokyo to 
report on the battle for Okinawa to Imperial Headquarters.

Our Tokyo friend, Hisamitsu Shimizu, upon reading the 
book, recalled the story I told him back in the 1970s while 
he was visiting us as a Keio exchange student. My account 

involved a Japanese soldier who, disguised as 
a civilian, surrendered along with some 1,500 
people in response to a surrender appeal I had 
made over a loudspeaker near the Okinawan 
village of Maehira. During our interrogation, 
this man claimed he was a schoolteacher from 
a neighboring island.  He said he happened 
to be on Okinawa when the American inva-
sion began, leaving him unable to return to his 

home. I noted on the nametag placed around his neck that 
he needed to be interrogated further because he seemed 
suspicious.

About a week later, I was on the phone talking to our 
team leader Warren Higa and asked if he happened to ques-
tion a man with my note on his nametag. Warren excitedly 
responded that this man was in fact an army officer, and a 
first lieutenant to boot.  According to Warren, this soldier had 
decided to disclose his identity upon observing that Ameri-
cans were very humane, unlike what the Japanese soldiers 
had been led to believe. 

(Note: I was officially assigned to the 96th Division Head-
quarters along with Warren, his younger brother Takejiro, and 
Fred Nonaka. For a few weeks, at my request, I was assigned 
to the 381st Regimental Headquarters, where I gained some 
exciting experience, among which was the surrender appeal 
mentioned above.)

Our friend Hisamitsu wondered if this Colonel Yahara 
could possibly have been the man I had interrogated back 
in 1945. Our trip to Okinawa was partly to research this 
event and to visit battle sites where I had served.

 Based on our research, we concluded that our story 
actually involved two different individuals. The route that 
Yahara took from Mabuni, after witnessing his Generals 
Ushijima and Cho commit harakiri, did not take him to 
Maehira where I was. Rather, he recalled that he followed 
the coastline for some distance before ending up in Yabiku, 
located on the Chinen Peninsula. The route he took was 
not described in detail so it is possible that he may have 
gone through Maehira, but there is no way to verify this.  
It was in Yabiku that Yahara’s identity was revealed and he 
officially became a prisoner of war.

Unfortunately, there is nothing more known 
about the other man, the schoolteacher/army 
officer Warren Higa and I encountered. It cer-
tainly would be of major significance, from my 
standpoint, were these two individuals the same.

The other event involved a cave which was 
used by General Tatsumi Amamiya as his 
24th Division Headquarters. It was here that 
I made a surrender appeal to him over a 
loudspeaker, but which was not success-

ful. The interesting facts uncovered during our 
2012 visit, some 67 years after the war, concerned 
Japanese military personnel who had occupied 
the cave. A Japanese soldier named Shigeji Makino 
recalled a threat I relayed about the U.S. Army’s plan 
to pour huge quantities of gasoline into the cave and 
then light it to cause a deadly inferno. I left the scene 
shortly after making the broadcast and had heard or 
read nothing more about the threat until I read Mr. 
Makino’s account.

According to Mr. Makino, the Americans actually 
carried out the threat, but the Japanese were able to 
fight the fire with blankets soaked with water from a 
small stream flowing in the cave. It was also possible 
that the oxygen supply in the cave was somewhat lim-
ited as contrasted to an open-air situation, so that the 
fire may not have been very intense. At any rate, they 
were all able to survive.

General Amamiya, meanwhile, ordered his men not to 
surrender and later committed suicide. All 200 or so sol-
diers in the cave eventually perished by committing sui-
cide or by engaging in futile encounters with Americans 
outside the cave. Mr. Makino indicated in his journal that 
he was probably the lone survivor of General Amamiya’s 
staff. Following this discovery, I wanted to visit Mr. Makino 
at his home in Hokkaido, but learned to my chagrin that he 
had died in 2011.

Epilogue: General Tatsumi Amamiya is probably recorded in 
Japanese military history as the last general officer to die in 
combat. His life ended in a cave named Kuraga-gama, situated 

in Uegusuku, Okinawa, from where he commanded the 24th 
Division to the end of the battle of Okinawa. While in the cave, 
he heard my surrender appeal delivered over a loudspeaker, 

while I was serving with the 96th Infantry Division. Amamiya 
ordered his men not to surrender, but rather to fight to the end or 
commit suicide, the course he himself chose by taking potassium 

cyanide on June 30, 1945.

by Herbert Yanamura
A Return to Okinawa, 67 Years Later

Colonel 
Hiromichi 

Yahara
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NOTEWORTHY:  MIS member, the Reverend 
Yoshiaki Fujitani, has received the Wooden Cup with 
the Chrysanthemum Crest from the Emperor of Japan 
for his contributions to Hawaii and Japan-U.S. relations. 
After serving with the U.S. Army during World War II, he 
studied at the University of Chicago and Kyoto Univer-
sity before returning to Hawaii to be a minister at Honpa 
Hongwanji. He is credited with popularizing English-
language Buddhist services and promoting the bon 
dance. Yoshiaki served as bishop of the Honpa Hong-
wanji Mission of Hawaii from 1975 to 1987. Following his 
retirement, he has maintained his leadership in Buddhist 

Save Your Stuff
Please save your wartime documents, artifacts and souvenirs for the 
Nisei Veterans Legacy Center. More than 6,000 Americans of Japanese ancestry 
served in the Military Intelligence Service and related organizations during World War II.  
Too many people are unaware of their contributions to victory over Japan. 

Their service was highly classified for years. They often served as individuals or in small 
teams attached temporarily to larger units that made no official record of what they did.  
And the diffuse nature of their assignments produced many diverse MIS stories, as opposed to a single one.   

Scant few of those stories have been documented. That is why saving evidence and artifacts of the MIS AJAs’ ser-
vice is a vital task, particularly for sons and daughters of the veterans. Several are involved with the development of 
the Nisei Veterans Legacy Center, which will be dedicated to housing and preserving documents and items related to 
AJAs’ service in World War II. The MIS doesn’t have a clubhouse or an archive, so we’re asking you to hold on to your 
material until the legacy center opens. Questions? Contact Mark Matsunaga, 352-1528, mkm900ss@yahoo.com.

affairs, shared his wartime experiences through speaking 
and writing, and been active in many community service 
projects.   |   Barbara Tanabe will receive a University of 
Hawaii Alumni Association Distinguished Alumni Award 
on May 14 at the Sheraton Waikiki Hotel. She earned an 
MBA from UH Manoa in 1983. She is owner and manag-
ing partner of Hoakea Communications. The awards 
recognize alumni who have made outstanding contribu-
tions to their professions and community, committed 
themselves to advancing the values and goals of the UH, 
and ensured improvement in the quality of life for future 
generations.


