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President’s Message
Congratulations to everyone involved in helping us 
prepare and produce the MIS National Reunion held 
in Honolulu! Through your efforts, we were able to 
honor nearly 50 Japanese American soldiers—espe-
cially those who enlisted in the Army from Hawaii— 
who served in the MIS during and after World War II. 
The fact that some these veterans joined us from 
Ohio, Minnesota, and Washington made this truly a 
national reunion.

On March 27th, the Hawaii Legislature com-
mended the MIS veterans for their courage and 
sacrifices in the service of our nation with special 
resolutions in each chamber. We are grateful to 
Senator Brian Taniguchi and Representative Ken Ito 
for sponsoring these resolutions and arranging the 
floor presentations—the legislative opening bell of 
our reunion.

That evening, MIS veterans and their survivors 
updated the MIS registry database with specific 
duty assignments and awards received following 
language school. Drusilla Tanaka led this project to 
ensure the legacy of veterans will be accurate and 
complete. Karen Kikukawa and her team sold MIS 

MIS Veterans Gather  
for National Reunion
Veterans of the Military Intelligence Service, from 
throughout Hawaii and the mainland, joined for the 
National Reunion held March 27–28 in Honolulu.

The reunion was held to mark the official opening 
of an exhibit on the MIS during World War II, entitled 
“America’s Secret Weapon,” at the U.S. Army Museum 
of Hawaii at Fort DeRussy. It also honored Nisei 
veterans who served before, during, and after the 
war, on the occasion of the 70th anniversary of the 
surrender of Japan in 1945.

The reunion began March 27 with the Hawaii 
Senate and House of Representatives honoring  
the veterans.

That evening, more than 100 people attended  
an opening reception at the 100th Battalion Veter-
ans Clubhouse. The informal gathering offered vet-
erans and their families a chance to see old friends 
and make new ones. A buffet dinner was followed 
by a panel discussion about the reunion’s theme, 
“Keeping the MIS Legacy Alive.”

logo clothing and books. Ann Kabasawa and her 
team arranged the 100th Infantry Battalion Club-
house and dinner, among other tasks. Following 
the dinner, Mark Matsunaga moderated the panel 
discussion—Wes Deguchi, president of the Nisei 
Veterans Legacy Center, James McNaughton of the 
U.S. Army Center for Military History, and Warren 
Nishimoto of the University of Hawaii Center for Oral 
History—that addressed our reunion theme, “Keep-
ing the MIS Legacy Alive.” We appreciate the efforts 
of all volunteers for their support of this event.

On the morning of March 28th, Dr. McNaughton, 
author of Nisei Linguists, was the keynote speaker 
for the grand opening of “America’s Secret Weapon,” 
the MIS exhibit at the U.S. Army Museum of Hawaii. 
Museum Director Judith Bowman explained the 
background of this exhibit and invited everyone to 
visit it. JROTC cadets from McKinley and Farrington 
high schools assisted veterans and family members 
at the ceremony and tour. Soldiers from the 100th 
Infantry Battalion, 442nd Regiment, U.S. Army 
Reserve, provided a shuttle service for veterans 
and family members between the museum and 
Hale Koa. We thank Dr. McNaughton, Judi Bowman, 
Reservists, JROTC cadets, and others who made this 

The panel consisted of Army historian James  
C. McNaughton, author of the definitive MIS history, 
Nisei Linguists: Japanese Americans in the Military 
Intelligence Service During World War II; Warren 
Nishimoto, director of the University of Hawaii’s 
Center for Oral History; Wesley Deguchi, president  
of the Nisei Veterans Legacy Center; and MIS son 
Mark Matsunaga.

The panelists were unanimous in urging the 
audience to record the veterans’ stories for posterity, 

Lawrence Enomoto, right, with 
Governor David Ige, who attended 
the reunion with First Lady Dawn 
Amano-Ige.

Mahalo to  
Volunteer  
Photographers 
Mahalo to photogra-
phers Clyde Sugimoto, 
Stanley Oka, Debbie 
Oka, Lowell Thom, Joyce 
Thom, Pat Thomsom, 
Terry Takaki, Debbie 
Kauopuiki, and Hal Ing.
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Admiral Harris Meets MISers  Admiral Harry B. Harris, Jr., not only delivered 
the keynote address at the reunion luncheon, but posed for a group photo with 
the gathered MIS veterans and stayed afterward to chat with them, including 
former Hawaii Governor George R. Ariyoshi.



opening ceremony and exhibit so memo-
rable and accessible for MIS veterans and 
family members.

About 250 MIS veterans, family mem-
bers and guests, corporate sponsors, and 
volunteers enjoyed the reunion luncheon 
banquet at the Hale Koa Hotel. Follow-
ing the MIS veterans’ procession into the 
ballroom with military escorts, surviving 
spouses and descendants were recognized. 
Major General Arthur Ishimoto, former 
Hawaii state adjutant general, offered an 
MIS veteran’s perspective of the “Shadow 
Warriors” and highlighted the gallantry of 
the late Dick Hamada, whose heroic service 
will be finally recognized in his induction 
into the Military Intelligence Corps Hall 
of Fame this summer. Dick’s widow, Irene, 
expressed her family’s deep appreciation 
of General Ishimoto’s relentless effort to 

obtain this honor for her husband.
Keynote speaker at the luncheon, 

Admiral Harry B. Harris, Jr., commander of 
the U.S. Pacific Fleet, acknowledged that, 
among America’s heroes past and present, 
are those honored today—“the men and 
women of the Military Intelligence Service, 
the MIS, who were instrumental in securing 
victory in World War II.” We thank Admiral 
Harris—the first Japanese American four-
star admiral—for his inspiring message and 
his conversations with MIS veterans and 
their families.

We are most grateful to Barbara Tanabe—
daughter of an MIS veteran—who served 
as master of ceremonies at both events 
on Saturday and sponsored a table at the 
luncheon; to Reverend Yoshiaki Fujitani, 
Navy Chaplain John Shimotsu, Bishop Eric 
Matsumoto, and Reverend Irene Tanabe 
who offered an invocation or benediction at 
those events; to Jamie Lum and Celeste  
Leonani Sagarang and Leonani who provided 

musical entertainment; to General David 
Bramlett and the Hawaii Army Museum 
Society for funding the exhibit and the 
travel of Dr. McNaughton; and to our spon-
sors and individual donors for their very 
generous donations. Thanks to the dona-
tions and registration fees, we have paid all 
reunion-related expenses and have some 
funds remaining for future MIS events!

It goes without saying that the 2015 
MIS National Reunion could not have 
happened without countless, unpaid 
hours spent by volunteers, especially from 
members of the 442nd Sons & Daughters, 
the 100th Infantry Battalion Veterans, and 
the Family & Friends of Nisei Veterans. As a 
smaller organization, the MIS Veterans Club 
of Hawaii unfortunately could not match 
the enthusiastic support received from our 
sister veterans groups who jumped in to 
kokua. Mahalo nui loa! 

Lawrence Enomoto

not just their wartime service, but their life 
experiences in a time and world the likes of 
which we’ll not see again.

The keynote speaker at the museum 
opening the morning of March 28 was 
McNaughton, who reiterated the need to 
preserve the MIS story.

He said, “What do we have to do to 
make sure that the MIS story continues and 
continues to be told? History does not tell 
itself. That’s something I have learned as a 
historian. History cannot just be a book on 
a shelf; you have to be continually telling it.

 “Ultimately, it comes down to individu-
als. And that’s what this [museum] exhibit 

does so well. The MIS story has … 6,000 
individual stories. Not all of them have 
been told yet. And family histories and oral 
histories are very, very important. That’s 
where we get the details that we need so 
that historians like me can sit down at our 
computers and take all that hard work from 
the families, the photo albums, the oral 
histories. And then we’ve got the easy part; 
we just sit down and synthesize it.

“You can’t let other people define who 
you are—that is your right; you can’t give 
that away. You show them who you are, 
just like the MIS Nisei showed the rest of 
America who they are.”

The reunion was capped with a lun-
cheon at the Hale Koa Hotel, featuring 
keynote speaker Admiral Harry B. Harris, Jr., 

commander of the U.S. Pacific Fleet and 
soon to be commander of all American 
military forces in the Pacific hemisphere. 
Also speaking was Major General Arthur 
Ishimoto, MIS veteran and former adjutant 
general of Hawaii.

Ishimoto recounted his experiences dur-
ing the war and also detailed the exploits 
of Dick Hamada of Honolulu (see related 
story elsewhere in this edition). Ishimoto 
had an instrumental role in Hamada’s 
forthcoming induction into the Military 
Intelligence Corps Hall of Fame.

Harris said, “… Our battles, our victories, 
indeed our very way of life, are owed not 
to great moments or important dates. They 
are owed to the actions and sacrifices of 
individual men and women who were will-

Reunion 
(continued from page 1)
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Thursday Preparations  Volunteers from the descendants’ chapters of the 100th Infantry Battalion 
and 442nd Regimental Combat Team, along with MIS Veterans Club members, spent many hours 
assembling the registration bags, centerpieces, and assisting with reunion preparations in the days 
leading up to the events. Above  Volunteers included (clockwise, from left) Ann Kabasawa, Anita 
Nihei, Helene Kaiwi, Gail Nishimura, Jay Soong, Drusilla Tanaka, Lawrence Enomoto, Clayton Ito, June 
Mather, and Karen Matsunaga.

Mayor Joins Festivities  In addition to Governor and Mrs. David Ige, Honolulu Mayor Kirk Caldwell 
attended the reunion luncheon to honor the MIS veterans. Among the guests at the table were 
(seated, from left): Yoshiaki Fujitani; Norman Kikuta; Bob Honke; General David Bramlett, president 
of the Hawaii Army Museum Society; Kenzo Kanemoto; and June Mather. Standing: Dylan Fujitani; 
Captain John Shimotsu, chaplain of the Pacific Fleet and Pacific Command; George Arine; and  
Mayor Caldwell.



ing to step into the breach for their country 
and for the cause of freedom. America is 
the country she is because of her heroes 
past and present.

“Heroes like those we honor here today, 
the men and women of the Military Intel-
ligence Service, the MIS, who were instru-
mental in securing victory in World War II. 
It’s those members of this, the greatest 
generation, who donned the cloth of our 
nation to serve in our armed forces at the 
world’s darkest hour, who can take pride 
in knowing that they shaped the world we 
live in today.”

Harris continued, “It’s no exaggera-
tion for me to say that the world we live 
in today was born of your achievements. 

And it’s no exaggeration when I say that 
for me to be where I am today, a Japanese 
American four-star admiral, in command of 
the United States Pacific Fleet—well, that’s 
because of trailblazers like the men and 
women of the MIS and the 100th Infantry 
Battalion, the 442nd Regimental Combat 
Team, and the 1399th Engineer Construc-
tion Battalion. I stand on the shoulder of 
giants. I’m humbled to be in your presence 
and thankful to play a small part in your 
reunion today.

 “For decades after the war, the service 
of MIS Japanese Americans was kept secret 
and as their important contributions were 
declassified, and noted by historians, the 
records of their service were often incom-

plete, or missing entirely. In typical humil-
ity, many of these veterans just shrugged it 
off saying shikata ga nai, ‘It can’t be helped.’ 
And what a shame, for their contribution 
to the world as we know it today deserves 
a special chapter in the annals of history. 
They helped shorten the war and they 
saved countless lives. It’s important that 
we honor them as we do today. We simply 
can’t say ‘thank you’ enough.”

Transcripts of the speeches of Harris and 
Ishimoto can be found at the MIS website 
<misveteranshawaii.com> by clicking 
on the National Reunion logo. Videos of 
the reunion will be available soon; an 
announcement will be made on the MIS 
website.

Panelists on “Keeping the Legacy Alive”   From right: Wes Deguchi, president of the Nisei Veter-
ans Legacy Center; James McNaughton, author of Nisei Linguists; Warren Nishimoto, director of the 
University of Hawaii Center for Oral History; and Mark Matsunaga, MIS Veterans Club, were members  
of a panel that discussed preserving the veterans’ legacy. Chatting with Deguchi was MIS veteran 
Yoshiaki Fujitani.

Honors at the State Capitol  Members of the Hawaii Senate and House of Representatives honored 
MIS veterans in separate ceremonies held in their respective chambers on March 27. The Senate 
recognition was sponsored by Senator Brian Taniguchi, the son of an MIS veteran, and the House 
honors by Representative Ken Ito. Left Top  From left: Andy Sato, Kiyoshi Sasaki, Kenzo Kanemoto, 
and Bob Honke are surrounded by all the senators following the ceremony. Left Bottom  From left: 
Glen Arakaki, Tadashi Fukumoto, Norman Kikuta, Yoshinobu Oshiro, and Herbert Yanamura with 
members of the House of Representatives, including Speaker Joe Souki (standing, fourth from left) 
and Representative Ken Ito (fifth from left).

Army Reservists Provide Invaluable Support  Members of the 100th Infantry Battalion, 442nd 
Regiment, of the U.S. Army Reserve, were front-and-center during the festivities. They escorted the 
veterans, provided shuttle service, and offered exceptional attention to the needs of the group.

JROTC Cadets Join Reunion
Left Top  The JROTC color guard from McKinley High School presented the colors at the opening 
ceremony of the MIS exhibit at the U.S. Army Museum of Hawaii. 
Left Bottom  Also supporting the program was a contingent from the Farrington High School 
JROTC.



Photo Available for Purchase
This group photograph of MIS veterans taken at the Hale Koa is 
available for purchase, with or without the dignitaries in the back 
row. The color print is very large: 10 inches by 24 inches, with an 
imprint of the event logo, date, and location. Cost is $30.00 per 
print. Make checks payable to:

Terry Takaki
TMC & Associates
2909 Waialae Ave., MB 11
Honolulu, HI 96826

Information and orders may be directed to Terry Takaki at  
(808) 479-5504 or e-mail at <tttmc@aol.com>.

Row 1: Tadashi 
Fukumoto, Iwao Yokooji, 
Ets Kajiwara, Tony Koura, 
Glenn Masunaga, Frank 
Takao, Walter Oka, 
Shigemi Hashimoto, 
Mitsuo Adachi

MIS Veterans’ Reunion, March 28, 2015
Left to right:

Row 2: Herbert Murata, 
Ted Tsukiyama, Yoshiaki 
Fujitani, Jack Hirai, 
Hiroyuki Kaito, Bob 
Honke, Norman Kikuta, 
Yoshinobu Oshiro, 
Edwin Nakasone, James 
Yamaki, Unidentified

Row 3: Unidentified, 
Glen Arakaki, Arthur 
Ishimoto, Jiro Yukimura, 
George Ariyoshi, George 
Matsunaga, Ramsay 
Hishinuma, Norman 
Hashisaka, Unidentified, 
Kenzo Kanemoto, 
Andy Sato, Herbert 
Matsumoto

Row 4: Unidentified, 
Harry Tanaka, Joseph 
Kumasaki, Tsunetake 
Nishibayashi, Toshi 
Nakano, Shinye Gima, 
Herbert Yanamura, 
Takejiro Higa, Ben 
Kaito, Robert Hinazumi, 

Unidentified
Standing: Admiral 
Harry B. Harris, Jr., Consul 
General of Japan Toyoei 
Shigeeda, Governor 
David Y. Ige, Honolulu 
Mayor Kirk Caldwell, 
Senator Brian Taniguchi

Help Wanted; IDs Needed
We tried our best to identify all the MIS veterans in this group 
photo, but try as we might, we missed a few of the gentlemen. 
Additionally, we may have misidentified some of the veterans.

We apologize for our errors.
That’s why we could use your help in matching the names 

with the faces, providing missing names, and making any other 
corrections you find. An updated version of this newsletter will be 
posted on our website at a later date. Please e-mail your finds to 
<misveteranshawaii@gmail.com>.



The MIS Veterans Club of Hawaii is grateful to the 
generous donors and supporters who provided the 
sponsorships, donations, and assistance that made 
the National Reunion such a success. Mahalo!

Anonymous •	
Lawrence Enomoto •	
Yoshiaki Fujitani •	
Harry K. Fukuhara •	
Howard Hamamoto •	
Alan and Karen Hayashi •	
Warren Higa •	

Robert Hinazumi •	
Jack T. Hosaka •	
Takashi Kobuke •	
Anita and Gordon Nihei •	
Tsunetake Nishibayashi •	
Nelson Okumura •	
Gary S. Otoshi •	

David H. Sakai •	
Joanne Tachibana •	
Frank Takao •	
Toshiko Tamura •	
Ted T. Tsukiyama •	
Shoji Yoneshige•	

DONORS:

Tsugio Aoyama •	
Gulstan N.T. Enomoto •	
Dick Shigemi Hamada •	
Raymond K. Harada •	
Minoru Hinahara •	
Toshiyuki Hirai •	
Thomas T. Imada •	
Ken Inouye •	
George T. Ito •	
Frank Minoru Kaito •	
Norito Kawakami •	
Russell (Katz) Kono •	

Hideo Makino •	
Franz Shiro Matsuo •	
Theodore T. Miyamoto •	
Amos Akimasa Nakamura •	
David Oka •	
Kazuyoshi Oka •	
Mitsuo Oka •	
Shizuo Oka •	
Charles I. Otsuka •	
Hideo Sakai •	
Susumu (Chick) Sarae •	
Shigeo Shiraishi •	

David W. Swift, Sr. •	
Kan Tagami •	
George J. Takahashi •	
Frank Tanabe •	
James Tetsuji Tanabe •	
Roy Masaichi Tokuda •	
Fusao Uchiyama •	
Charles T. Uyeoka •	
Kenichi (Ken) Watanabe •	
Tad Tadashi Yajima •	
Kazuo Yamane•	

DONATIONS IN MeMORy OF:

MAHALO:
Descendants Chapter of the  •	
100th Infantry Battalion 
100th Infantry Battalion Veterans Club •	
Sons and Daughters of the 442nd Regimental •	
Combat Team 
100th Infantry Battalion, 442nd Regiment,  •	
U.S. Army Reserve 
Carol Sullivan •	
McKinley High School JROTC •	
Farrington High School JROTC •	
Senator Brian Taniguchi •	
Representative Ken Ito •	
Leonani: Celeste Leonani Sagarang,  •	
Radford Sagarang, and Dwaine Woo 

Jamie Lum •	
Judith Bowman, Director, U.S. Army Museum  •	
of Hawaii 
General David Bramlett, Chairman, Hawaii Army •	
Museum Society 
Adam Elia, Curator, U.S. Army Museum of Hawaii •	
Kathleen Ramsden, Curator, Tropic Lightning •	
Museum 
Marie Ea, Technician, U.S. Army Museum  •	
of Hawaii 
Alvin Yoshitomi•	

Satoru Amaki •	
Yoshiaki Fujitani •	
Norman Yukio Hashisaka •	
Warren Higa •	
Robert K. Honke •	

Joseph Yuzuru Kumasaki •	
Glenn Masunaga •	
Kenneth Y. Nakada •	
Joseph J. Oka •	
Frank Takao •	

Paul S. Tani •	
Ted T. Tsukiyama •	
Masao Yanagi •	
Past Officers and Directors of •	
MIS Veterans Club

DONATIONS IN HONOR OF:SPONSORS:
Bank of Hawaii •	
Hawaiian Dredging Construction Co. •	
Hawaiian Electric Industries and Hawaiian •	
Electric Co. 
Barbara J. Tanabe •	
Joyce Yamane•	

SuPPORT FROM:
Aloha Shoyu •	
Central Pacific Bank •	
Hawaii Visitors and Convention Bureau •	
Hawaiian Host •	
Menehune Water Company•	

Mahalo Nui Loa
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Club Roster  
Available Online
The current roster of MIS Veterans Club 
members is now available online at  
<misveteranshawaii.com>. 

The list contains the names, mailing 
addresses, e-mail addresses, and phone 
numbers of members. The list is password-
protected and will be accessible only to 
current members. Members may request a 
password by contacting the club at  
<misveteranshawaii@gmail.com>. 

Veterans or descendants wishing to 
renew their memberships or join the club 
can find membership forms on the MIS 
website. Dues are $20.00 a year.

Hamada to be Inducted into  
Military Intelligence Corps Hall of Fame
The late Dick S. Hamada of Honolulu has been accepted for 
induction into the Army’s Military Intelligence Corps Hall of 
Fame at Fort Huachuca, Arizona. Hamada, who died last May at 
the age of 92, will be inducted in ceremonies in June.

Dick S. Hamada

Hamadas, Nakasones Among Guests  Family members of the 
late Dick Hamada were among the Hale Koa luncheon guests, 
as were the Nakasones, who traveled from the mainland to 
participate in the reunion. They are, from left: Irene Hamada, Dick 
Hamada’s widow; Corrine Hamada; Landon Hamada (standing); 
Luke Hamada; Peggy Ho; Brigadier General Paul Nakasone; John 
Nakasone (standing); and Edwin “Bud” Nakasone.

Hamada was among a handful of MIS 
Nisei assigned to Detachment 101 

of the Office of Strategic Services, forerun-
ner of the Central Intelligence Agency. 
They spent months deep behind enemy 
lines in Northern Burma conducting 
clandestine operations, leading native and 
Allied troops in guerilla raids, gathering 
intelligence, and rescuing downed Allied 
aviators. Deep in Burma’s jungles, their only 
supply line consisted of air drops. Hamada 
was hospitalized twice with malaria and 
dysentery, encountered tigers, learned how 
to deal with leeches. 

In early 1945, Hamada singlehandedly 
saved his battalion from being wiped out 
at the village of Ke Hsi Mansam. Made up 
primarily of native Kachin troops, the bat-
talion was in the third day of fighting, and 
Hamada was leading a platoon of National-
ist Chinese troops protecting its left flank. 
Under an intense, concentrated Japanese 
attack, Hamada’s troops began faltering. He 
went from foxhole to foxhole, exposed to 

direct enemy fire, exhorting and rallying his 
men and manning a machine gun himself. 
The platoon held and the enemy attack was 
repulsed. Hamada’s commanding officer, an 
American, commended his leadership and 
credited Hamada with saving the entire 
battalion from “total defeat.” 

Following the Burma campaign, 
Hamada and other Japanese Americans 
were assigned to OSS Detachment 202 in 
China. Emperor Hirohito’s August 15, 1945, 
announcement of Japan’s capitulation 
immediately raised concerns about the fate 
of thousands of U.S. and Allied prisoners—
military and civilian—still held by the Japa-
nese. Seven OSS teams, each including a 
Nisei interpreter, were dispatched to para-
chute into Japanese prison camps in China, 
Korea, and French Indochina. Hamada was 
assigned to Operation Magpie, parachut-
ing into Fengtai Prison in Peiping (today’s 
Beijing) on August 17. After a hostile 
reception and two days of negotiation, 
the Magpie team secured the liberation of 
several hundred prisoners, including four 
of the Doolittle Tokyo Raiders and the com-
mander and other survivors of the Wake 
Island garrison.

Following the war, Hamada returned 
to Hawaii and worked at the Pearl Harbor 
Naval Shipyard, retiring as a planner and 
estimator supervisor. He was also widely 
known around the islands as a baseball and 
softball umpire. 

He was nominated for the Hall of Fame 
by retired Major General Arthur Ishimoto, 
an MIS veteran who went on to become 
adjutant general of Hawaii.

 “Dick Hamada was a true American hero 
whose exploits were largely unnoticed 
during his lifetime. His induction into the 
Military Intelligence Corps Hall of Fame 
is long overdue and well-deserved,” said 
Ishimoto, who served in combat in the 
Philippines and in the occupation of Japan 
after the war. “The Nisei were recruited to 
use our knowledge of Japanese language 
and culture against the enemy,” he said. 

“But we were soldiers first, as Dick Hamada 
and many others demonstrated.”

Ishimoto has also initiated a review 
of Hamada’s role in the battle at Ke Hsi 
Mansam for a possible upgrade to the 
Bronze Star that Hamada was awarded. The 
two men only met a year before Hamada’s 
demise, when they spoke on a panel dis-
cussion about the MIS.

Washington, D.C., January 3, 1946: Brigadier General John 
Magruder, left, deputy director of the Office of Strategic Services, 
presents Dick Hamada the Soldier’s Medal for Hamada’s role in 
Operation Magpie. (Photo courtesy of the Hamada family.)
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Help Keep the MIS Legacy Alive
The theme of the National Reunion was “Keeping the MIS Legacy 
Alive,” and here are a few ways you can help achieve that goal.

Learn your veteran’s story. You videotaped your kid’s gradua-
tion and your grandchild’s birthday. You can record your veteran’s 
recollections. At least write key facts down and save your notes. 
Record the dates and locations of photos and especially the names 
of people in photos.

Save wartime letters, documents, photographs, and memora-
bilia. Each of them is irreplaceable. Efforts are under way to develop 
permanent storage for these priceless items, by the MIS Veterans 
Club and the Nisei Veterans Legacy Center. Meanwhile, store them 
in acid-free containers and away from direct sunlight or extreme 
temperatures and humidity.

Do some homework. The MIS story is not a simple one because 
the number of wartime assignments they had were as diverse as 
the soldiers themselves, and their achievements were cloaked in 
secrecy. But you can begin with something as effortless as a Google 
search; enter the veteran’s name along with a keyword like “Army,” 
“World War II,” or “military intelligence service,” and see what comes 
up. Several books have been written about the MIS, many more 
about the war. Reading can give you a better understanding of what 
your veteran did during the war. Maybe you can write a book some-
day, because much remains unrecorded for history.

Join the MIS Veterans Club of Hawaii and get involved. 
Veterans and their descendants are eligible for membership. Fill out 
an application at <www.misveteranshawaii.com>. The club does 
not have a paid staff, nor resources to conduct detailed research. 
Participation in club events, however, might steer you to people and 
source material.

Setting the Record Straight
Help us set the MIS record straight.

For more than twenty years, a number of independent 
researchers have been compiling a database containing the 
service information of MISers who served in World War II, 
the Battle of Okinawa, and the occupation. Unfortunately, 

due to the secrecy of the assignments of 
the MIS personnel, about 2,000 Hawaii 
MIS veterans have incomplete records. 
This does not do justice to their service.

For the sake of all of your families, your 
historical legacy, and for the education 
and appreciation of future generations, 
volunteers are being recruited to help in 
this research, which will be conducted 
entirely in Honolulu.

Training will be provided; hours are 
flexible (weekdays, business hours), and 
record-copying expenses furnished. 
Service learning credit may be awarded 
to qualifying students.

You will be adding to the work of 
the late Paul Y. Tani, Mits Kojimoto, Aiko 
Yoshinaga Herzig, Grant Ichikawa, Terry 
Shima, James McIlwain, Seiki Oshiro, Ted 
Tsukiyama, Bud Nakasone, Roger Eaton, 
Jim Yamashita, and many others.

Please contact Drusilla Tanaka, at 235-1343 or 372-4840, 
or e-mail at <researchmis2k@gmail.com>.

About 
2,000 

Hawaii 
MIS 

veterans 
have 

incomplete 
records. 

This does 
not do 
justice 

to their 
service.




