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Film-makers Lucy Ostrander and Don Sellers of 
Stourwater Pictures, with Joyce Yamane (center), 
daughter of Kazuo Yamane, at the post-screening 
reception on November 10.

MIS Members Attend 
Screening of Yamane 
Documentary
A packed house at the Regal Dole Cannery 
Theatres, which included MIS and 100th Infantry 
members, enjoyed the Hawaii showing of “Proof 
of Loyalty: Kazuo Yamane and the Nisei Soldiers of 
Hawaii,” a new documentary film.

The film was exhibited at the Hawaii Interna-
tional Film Festival in November. It also aired on 
KHET in December.

Kazuo Yamane was a member of the original 
100th Infantry Battalion, one of 60 who were 
transferred to the MIS. He singlehandedly discov-
ered a priceless Japanese document, then was 
sent to Europe to prepare for a secret raid into 
Berlin.

Nisei veterans attended a screening and were 
hosted at a reception afterwards by the Yamane 
family. The film producers, Lucy Ostrander and 
Don Sellers, and others involved in creating the 
film also attended.

Ostrander and Sellers, of Seattle-based  

A number of Nisei veterans attended the screening, including (front row, from left): Yoshinobu Oshiro, Kenzo 
Kanemoto, Akira Otani, Ted Tsukiyama, Dr. Coolidge Wakai (100th Battalion), Kosei Yamane, and Joseph 
Kumasaki. Standing: Wallace Ohta, Tony Koura, Shinye Gima, Herbert Yanamura, Frank Takao, Herbert 
Matsumoto, and Robert Hinazumi.

Stourwater Pictures, spent years conducting 
research and interviewing such authorities as 
historians Ted Tsukiyama and Tom Coffman. 
Their hour-long movie won the Audience Choice 
Award (documentary) at the Asian American 
International Film Festival in New York in August.

Information on the film is available at  
<stourwater.com>.
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U.S., Japan  
Hold Ceremony
The Reverend Tomonori 
Kawaguchi plays a 
Japanese prayer on the 
flute during a reconcili-
ation ceremony at Pearl 
Harbor on December 
8, 2017. The ceremony 
honored all who died 
in Japan’s December 7, 
1941, attack on Pearl 
Harbor and other Oahu 
military bases. More 
than 2,300 U.S. military 
personnel and dozens 
of Oahu civilians died in 
the attack, along with 
65 Japanese attackers. 
This was the second 
year the U.S. Navy and 
government of Japan 
held a private, somber 
ceremony on Ford Island, 
overlooking the USS 
Arizona Memorial. 

In
Memoriam

Roichi Aka
Akira Fujimoto
Takejiro Higa
Tokuichi Higa
Hiroki Hirata

Sam Teruo Kikumoto
Shigeo “Bob” Maekawa

Noboru Matsumoto
Rex Yoshio Matsuno

Frank Mizuno
John Mizuno

Herbert Murata
Isamu Nagata

Oliver Kiyoshi Oi
Takeshi Tabata

Nobuto Tokunaga
Seijitsu “Lefty” Yogi

Iwao Yokooji

Information courtesy Roger Eaton

New Punchbowl Office Opens
The U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs has opened its new office for the National 
Memorial Cemetery of the Pacific.  The Punchbowl administration recently invited 
representatives of local veterans groups to tour the new facility and hear about the 
work being done at the cemetery.

The two-story, air-conditioned office includes meeting rooms for families, a waiting 
room for families and military personnel assisting with services, and staff offices. The 
former office site has been converted to a columbarium. 

Photo courtesy of Karen Kikukawa



 Attending Cost Per 
Person

Number 
Attending Total Cost

Veteran or 
widow:

$10.00 x =  $  

All others: $30.00 x =  $

TOTAL AMT. DUE ☛$

PLEASE COMPLETE:

Name

Address

City, State, ZIP

Phone number(s)

E-mail

Make checks payable to:  
 MIS Veterans Club

Submit by:  
 February 10, 2018 

Inquiries: 
Sherman Takao, (808) 284-8652

E-mail: misveteranshawaii@gmail.com

Return form and payment to:
MIS Veterans Club

P.O. Box 3021

Honolulu, HI 96802

JOIN US!
MIS Veterans Club of Hawaii 

Shinnenkai 2018
Sunday, February 25 

11:00 a.m.

Natsunoya Tea House 
1935 Makanani Dr. (Alewa Heights)

Valet Parking 
from 10:30 a. m.

RSVP by 
February 10

SHINNENKAI 2018
YES, COUNT ME IN

Parking Extra
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Your MIS Membership Status
We are providing your MIS Veterans Club of Hawaii membership status in the box 
at left. Your membership dues help the club publish this newsletter, maintain our 
website, and organize our various activities, including the Shinnenkai, Bonenkai, and 
other events. If you haven’t paid your annual dues, please send a check for $20.00, 
made payable to “MIS Veterans Club” to us at:

MIS Veterans Club, P.O. Box 3021, Honolulu, HI 96802
Questions:  misveteranshawaii@gmail.com

Help Keep the  
MIS Legacy Alive
Here are a few ways you can keep the 
MIS legacy alive.

Join the MIS Veterans Club of Hawaii and 
get involved.
Veterans and their descendants are eligible 
for membership. Fill out an application 
provided in the “Join Us” page elsewhere on 
this website. The club does not have a paid 
staff, nor resources to conduct detailed 
research. Participation in club events, how-
ever, might steer you to people and source 
material.

Learn your family’s story.
You videotaped your kid’s graduation and 
your grandchild’s birthday. You can record 
your veteran’s recollections. At least write 
key facts down and save your notes. Record 
the dates and locations of photos and 
especially the names of people in photos.

Save wartime letters, documents,  
photographs, and memorabilia.
Each of them is irreplaceable. Efforts are 
under way to develop permanent storage 
for these priceless items, by the MIS Vet-
erans Club and the Nisei Veterans Legacy 
Center. Meanwhile, store them in acid-free 

containers and away from direct sunlight or 
extreme temperatures and humidity.

However, if you don’t have storage space 
or are desperate to discard items, please 
contact us for advice or assistance.

Do some homework.
The MIS story is not a simple one because 
the number of wartime assignments 
they had were as diverse as the soldiers 
themselves, and their achievements were 
cloaked in secrecy. But you can begin 
with something as effortless as a Google 
search; enter the veteran’s name along 
with a keyword like “Army,” “World War II,” or 
“military intelligence service,” and see what 
comes up. Several books have been written 
about the MIS, many more about the war. 
Reading can give you a better understand-
ing of what your veteran did during the 
war. Maybe you can write a book someday, 
because much remains unrecorded for 
history.

 “What did dad/grandpa/great-grandpa 
do in the war?”
For more than twenty years, a number 
of independent researchers have been 
compiling a database containing the ser-
vice information of MISers who served in 
World War II, the Battle of Okinawa, and the 
occupation to help answer this frequently 

asked question. Unfortunately, due to the 
secrecy of the assignments of the MIS per-
sonnel, about 2,000 Hawaii MIS veterans 
have incomplete records. This does not do 
justice to their service.

For the sake of all of your families, your 
historical legacy, and for the education and 
appreciation of future generations, vol-
unteers are being recruited to help in this 
research, which will be conducted entirely 
in Honolulu. Training will be provided; 
hours are flexible (weekdays, business 
hours) and record-copying expenses 
furnished. Service learning credit may be 
awarded to qualifying students.

Please contact Drusilla Tanaka,  
(808) 235-1343 or (808) 372-4840, or  
e-mail at <drusillatanaka@gmail.com>  
to participate.

Volunteer at Punchbowl
The National Memorial Cemetery of the 
Pacific welcomes volunteers to serve as 
docents. The docents assist visitors by 
answering questions and giving direc-
tions to graves or niches. Anyone  
wishing to volunteer as a docent  
should contact Karen Kikukawa at  
<kkkikuku@hawaii.rr.com> or  
808-341-1292 for more information.


