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Members of the MIS Veterans Club of Hawaii met 
August 26 and adopted proposed amendments 
to the group’s bylaws, which were last amended 
in June 2014.

In announcing the proposed changes, club 
President Lawrence Enomoto said, “Having lost so 
many of our World War II veterans in recent years, 
it was necessary that we reorganize our club in a 
way that would allow non-veteran friends to join 
our club, support our mission, and enable us to 
receive tax-deductible donations.

“We can no longer meet the Internal Revenue 
Service membership requirement for tax-
deductible donations to a veteran’s organization, 
as stated in our current bylaws, that at least 97.5 
percent of all members of the organization must 
be war veterans, present or former members of 
the U.S. Armed Forces, cadets, or their spouses, 
widows, or widowers.

“We also need to reorganize in a way that 
all contributions we receive can be claimed 
by donors on their federal income tax returns, 
something they cannot legitimately do now.

“And we should seriously consider opening our 
membership to all—veterans or non-veterans—
who want to support the purposes and activities 
of our organization.”

Earlier this year, Enomoto appointed an ad hoc 
committee to propose changes to the bylaws. The 
committee’s recommendations were submitted 
to the MIS board of directors for approval, and 
the draft bylaws were distributed to the club 
members for consideration before and at the 
August 26 special general membership meeting. 
The members then voted to approve all of the 
amendments.

Enomoto pointed out that the club’s  
activities will remain the same; the changes 
are essentially to enable the organization 
to continue to operate under changing 
membership circumstances and preserve the 
historical legacy of the World War II veterans.

MIS Club  
Amends Bylaws, 
Changes Name

Summary
Name: The Military Intelligence Service 

Veterans Club of Hawaii has been renamed the 
Military Intelligence Service Veterans Education 
Society of Hawaii.

Organizational Status: Following approval 
by the IRS, the society will be operated 
as a charitable and educational nonprofit 
organization governed by Section 501(c)(3) of 
the Internal Revenue Code. In addition, while the 
club has operated as a corporate entity under 
Hawaii law, that status will be withdrawn and 
the organization will eventually operate as a 
domestic nonprofit unincorporated association 
under the jurisdiction of the Hawaii Department 
of the Attorney General.

Missions: The goals of the society will be to  
(a) sponsor scholarships for educational and 
research opportunities related to preserving 
the history and achievements of the Military 
Intelligence Service nisei veterans of World War II;  
(b) support and participate in commemorative 
activities that educate the community about 
the legacy of MIS nisei and military intelligence 
veterans; and (c) establish partnerships with other 
organizations and institutions in furtherance of 
the society’s charitable and educational purposes. 

Membership: The society will accept 
memberships from the general public. Under 
the old bylaws, membership was restricted 
to veterans, cadets, spouses and widows or 
widowers, and lineal descendants.

President Lawrence Enomoto (standing) leads the 
general membership meeting, held at the 100th 
Infantry Battalion Veterans Education Center on 
August 26.

continues on page 3.

Upcoming 
Events
Friday, Sept. 21 
10:00 a.m.

National POW/MIA 
Recognition Day
National Memorial 
Cemetery of the Pacific

Sunday, Sept. 30 
9:30 a.m.

13th Annual Joint 
Memorial Service
National Memorial 
Cemetery of the Pacific 
(Transportation for nisei 
veterans may be available; 
call 949-7997 by Sept. 14 for 
information)

Sunday, Nov. 11 
11:00 a.m.

MIS Veterans Club 
Bonenkai
Natsunoya Tea House



“I think more and more Japanese people 
are aware what Japanese Americans 
did during the war, but still I think we 
need to promote the history a bit more,” 
Japanese Foreign Minister Taro Kono 
said in a meeting with AJA World War II 
veterans in Honolulu on August 22.

Kono was making his first visit to 
Hawaii since he was appointed foreign 
minister by Prime Minister Shinzo Abe 
in August 2017. He toured the 100th 
Infantry Battalion Veterans Education 
Center and met over bento lunches 
with five World War II veterans and 
representatives of several AJA veterans 
groups, including the MIS Veterans Club.

Accompanied by his wife Kaori, Kono 
spent three days on Oahu packed with 
visits to U.S. Indo-Pacific Command and 
Pacific Fleet headquarters, the National 
Memorial Cemetery of the Pacific, Makiki 
Cemetery, University of Hawaii West 
Oahu, the military’s Central Identification 
Lab, and meetings with elected officials 
as well as leaders of various Japanese 
American and business groups.

Kono, who has a reputation as a 
maverick, is a third-generation national 
political leader. His grandfather Ichiro 
Kono was one of the founding members 
of Japan’s Liberal Democratic Party, and 
his father Yohei is a former deputy prime 
minister and foreign minister.

The 55-year-old foreign minister 
discussed changes in Japan in fluent 

FRONT ROW, from left: Kazuto Shimizu, 100th Infantry Battalion veteran; Jean Ariyoshi; 
Kaori Kono, wife of Minister Kono; Herbert Yanamura, MIS veteran; Foreign Minister Taro 
Kono; George Ariyoshi, MIS veteran; Fujio Matsuda, 442nd Regimental Combat Team 
veteran; Japan Consul General Koichi Ito; and Yoshi and Robert Kishinami, 442nd veteran. 
SECOND ROW, from left: Mae Isonaga, 442nd Legacy Center; Harry Nakayama, 100th 
Infantry president; Misako Ito, wife of Consul General; Doug Goto, Go For Broke National 
Education Center; Deidre Tegarden, Nisei Veterans Memorial Center; Lloyd Kitaoka, 100th 
Infantry; Lynn Heirakuji, Nisei Veterans Legacy; Karl Okemura, 442nd; Wes Deguchi, Nisei 
Veterans Legacy; Warren Yamamoto, 100th Infantry; and Mark Matsunaga, MIS. 
Photo courtesy Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

English. “My generation, we all wanted 
to go abroad,” he recalled. So Kono spent 
a year at a Connecticut prep school 
and earned a degree from Georgetown 
University in Washington, D.C. Kono 
recalled that his father attended 
graduate school at Stanford. Kono 
said, however, his high-school age son 
declined his urging to study abroad. “He 
says he’s too busy,” Kono said. “Now a lot 
of Japanese students are more inward-
looking, happy to stay on in Japan. So it’s 
quite different. I think it’s generational.”

That’s one reason fewer Japanese are 
studying in the United States. He also 
said, “Quite a few go to Australia and 
New Zealand because it’s cheaper and, 
some people say, it’s safer. We hear about 
the shooting sprees in the United States 
and kids get scared.” 

Kono said he has also been involved 
with strengthening ties between 
Japanese Americans and Japan. 
This resulted from the recognition, a 
generation ago, that “the Japanese 
American community are not really 
close to Japan. ... So if we don’t do 
something about the Japanese American 
community, the connection is going 
to be lost forever.” That resulted in 
programs such as the Japanese American 
Leadership Delegation.

Kono also discussed Japan’s 
population decline with a birthrate 
so low that “we’re losing a half million 

people a year.” He said the majority of 
participants in January’s annual seijin-
shiki – Coming of Age Day – observances 
at Shinjuku in Tokyo this year were 
foreigners. The population decline is 
only partly offset by immigration. Japan’s 
official policy bars foreigners from 
working there, but does allow “trainees.” 

Many of today’s younger Japanese 
citizens are unaware that large numbers 
of their forebears immigrated to Hawaii 
and the United States and to Latin 
America. “Sometimes they are very 
shocked to find out there are a lot of 
Japanese in Brazil. Like if you go to 
Sao Paulo, there’s a million Japanese 
Brazilians. And I get the question, 
‘Who are they?’ ... so I think we really 
need to teach our children what’s been 
happening.” 

Ethnic Japanese from overseas 
often encounter a language barrier. 
“Sometimes they look just like Japanese, 
but they are not able to speak in 
Japanese, so a lot of the younger people 
don’t know how to deal with it,” he said. 
“So if Japanese Americans don’t speak 
the language, it’s very difficult for the 
younger Japanese to communicate  
with them.”

Many Japanese study English in 
school for years, but Kono said, “English 
language training in Japan is terrible. 
English teachers don’t speak English,  
so I think most of the kids are failing.”

Kono said much of his time as leader 
of Japan’s Foreign Ministry has been 
spent on North Korea. He said he has 
met retired Admiral Harry Harris, Jr., the 
former Hawaii-based commander of the 
U.S. Pacific Fleet and Pacific Command, 
who is now the U.S. ambassador to  
South Korea.

Consul General Koichi Ito pointed  
out that Harris, whose mother was 
Japanese, is a steadfast supporter of the 
AJA veterans. 

Kono said, “I think Japanese culture 
and Japanese values are still surviving  
in Hawaii.” 

He acknowledged efforts by Hawaii 
organizations to teach young people 
about the AJA veterans. “If there’s 
anything we can do to assist carrying 
on the message to the next generation, 
please let us know. I think it’s important.”

Japan Foreign Minister Visits AJA Veterans
by Mark Matsunaga



Quorum: The quorum for general 
membership meetings has been reduced 
to 20 members from the previous 25.

Electronic Meetings: In keeping with 
advancements in technology, directors 
will develop rules so that members who 
are not present in person can participate 
and vote remotely, provided their homes 
and the meeting venue have installed 
compatible audio- or video-conference 
technology.

Officers and Board of Directors: 
The offices of second vice president 
and auditor have been eliminated. The 
number of directors has been reduced to 
five from 10. Officers and directors will all 
serve one-year terms, whereas previously 
some directors served two-year terms. No 
director will be permitted to serve more 
than five consecutive terms.

Board Quorum: Five directors at a 
board meeting will constitute a quorum, 
down from the previous 10. In addition, 
the president shall have the authority 
to propose to board members that they 
take action through electronic means.

Outside Services: The board will have 
the authority to retain the services of 
a professional to provide such services 
that are not available within the society, 
such as financial auditing, legal counsel, 
information technology services, or any 
other expertise deemed necessary for 
the conduct and continuation of the 
group’s business. Any fees associated 
must be approved by the board.

Meeting Conduct. The club has 
officially adopted Robert’s Rules of Order 
Newly Revised to conduct meetings.

The new bylaws have been posted on 
the MIS website (misveteranshawaii.org).

What’s Next
With the new bylaws now adopted 

by the membership, the society will file 
for nonprofit status with the Internal 
Revenue Service. Upon approval 
of that status, the society will then 
register as a nonprofit association 
with the Department of the Attorney 
General and register its new name and 
withdraw its articles of incorporation 
with the Department of Commerce and 
Consumer Affairs.

Club Bylaws & Name
(continued from page 1)

Name

Address      City, State, ZIP

Phone number(s)       E-mail

MIS Veterans Club of Hawaii’s

Bonenkai 2018
Sunday, November 11 

11 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Natsunoya Tea House 

1935 Makanani Drive (Alewa Heights)
Valet parking from 10:30 a.m.
RSVP DEADLINE: OCTOBER 31

Return this form to:  
MIS Veterans Club
P.O. Box 3021
Honolulu, HI 96802

Make checks payable to:  
MIS Veterans Club
Submit by:  
Friday, October 31

COST:
$20.00 per person for World War II veterans, spouses, and MIS widows;  
$40.00 all others
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WHY, YES, COUNT ME IN!

Inquiries: 
Sherman M. Takao 
Phone: (808) 284-8652 
shermantakao@gmail.com

Number Attending Total Cost

______  X  $20 per veteran, spouse, or widow  =  _________

______  X  $40 per other person  =  _________

          Enclosed: _________

RSVPOct. 31

✁



This photo belonged to Shigeo “Jack” 
Tanimoto of California, second from the 
right. On the bottom is written: “June 15, 
1944 at Saipan, Yankee Samurai, Member 
of 27th Inf. Div. MI Team.”

Second from the left appears to be 
Hoichi Kubo, originally from Puukolii, 
Maui. Kubo was one of the senpai gumi 
who were transferred from the 100th 
Infantry Battalion to the MIS Language 
School in December 1942. A few weeks 
after this photo was taken, Kubo earned 
the Distinguished Service Cross for 
entering a cave alone and saving the 
lives of more than 120 people.

He and Tanimoto, who earned the 
Silver Star, were among the MISLS 
graduates who deployed as members 
of the 27th Division language team. 
Other members of the team included 
Tim Ohta, the NCO in charge, and Dick 
Kishiue, Tom T. Mori, Richard Moritsugu, 
Larry Saito, Joe Fujino, Richard Nuno, 
and Roy Higashi. Tanimoto and Kubo are 
both deceased.

If any readers can identify either of 
the other two men in the photo, please 
contact us at <misveteranshawaii@gmail.
com> or MIS Veterans Club of Hawaii, P.O. 
Box 3021, Honolulu, Hawaii 96802. 

Who Are These Soldiers?

M.I.S. VETERANS CLUB
P.O. BOX 3021
HONOLULU, HI 96802
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