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MIS Officers
and Board
Take Office
The Military Intelligence Service
Veterans Education
Society of Hawaii has
elected its officers
and board of directors
for the coming term.
They are:
OFFICE RS

Lawrence Enomoto
President
Bev Ramsey
Vice President
Karen Aoyama
Kikukawa
Secretary
Sherman Takao
Treasurer
DI R E C TORS

Gregg Hirata
Keith Matsumoto
Mark Matsunaga

Message from the President
Aloha, MIS Members:
I’m honored to be serving
once again as the president
of the Military Intelligence
Service Veterans Education
Society of Hawaii. This will be
my third stint as president; my
four years in office will rival
the terms of former president Frank Takao, who
served for five years.
My gratitude goes to Dr. Shinye Gima, our
outgoing president, for his many contributions to
the continued success of our organization and for
helping to preserve the history and traditions of
our veterans.
I welcome our incoming officers and
directors—Vice President Bev Ramsey, Secretary
Karen Kikukawa, Treasurer Sherman Takao, and
directors Gregg Hirata, Keith Matsumoto, and
Mark Matsunaga—and am eager to work with
them during the coming year.
We held our annual Shinnenkai in February.
Shinye Gima organized yet another successful
gathering, which featured the installation of our
officers and guest speakers Nate Gyotoku of the
Japanese Cultural Center of Hawaii and Hanako
Wakatsuki-Chong of the National Park Service.
Hanako is overseeing the development of the
Honouliuli project.
My goals for the term are several:
• We want to communicate with our membership through this newsletter, our website
<misveteranshawaii.com>, and email.
• We hope to expand our presence on social
media; in this regard, we would welcome
volunteers to help us create platforms and,
most importantly, update them with informa-

Outgoing MIS President Shinye Gima (center) with guest
speakers Hanako Wakatsuki-Chong, superintendent of the
National Park Service's Honouliuli National Historic Site, and
Nate Gyotoku, head of the Japanese Cultural Center of Hawaii.

tion and photos to spread the word about
the deeds of the MIS.
• We will undertake a review of the educational goals of our society, in keeping with
our bylaws, specifically the sponsorship of
scholarships and research related to preserving the history and achievements of the MIS
nisei veterans of World War II.
• In keeping with our 80th anniversary, we will
update our strategic plan (see our website
for the full text) for the 2022-2026 period. We
will support and participate in commemorative activities that educate the community
about the legacy of the MIS nisei and all military intelligence veterans, as well as establish
partnerships with other organizations and
institutions in furtherance of the society’s
charitable and educational purposes.
I’m excited about the road ahead and look
forward to keeping you apprised of our progress.
In the meantime, we would welcome your
interest and involvement.
Aloha,
Lawrence M.G. Enomoto
P H O TO S C O U R T E S Y O F A N N K A B A S AWA A N D C LY D E S U G I M O TO.

REMINDER:
Renew Your MIS
Membership
see page 4

MIS members, incoming and outgoing officers, family, and guests joined for the MIS Veterans’ annual Shinnenkai
at Natsunoya Tea House.

MIS, JAVA
Scholarships Available
University of Hawaii students on any campus are
eligible to apply for a Military Intelligence Service
Veterans/Makiki Japanese Language School
Scholarship.
The awards support students who are in a field of
study that perpetuates the Japanese language and
culture. Qualified students must be:
• enrolled full-time at any University of Hawaii
campus, pursuing an undergraduate or graduate degree with a focus on Japanese language
and/or culture, with special consideration given
to students who plan a career teaching the
Japanese language;
• GPA of 3.5 or higher;
• extracurricular activities related to the
Japanese language or culture; and
• demonstration of some degree of financial
need, but not necessarily as defined by federal
guidelines.
Applicants should see the University of Hawaii’s
scholarships website for information.
JAVA SCH OL A RS H I P S

Additionally, the Japanese American Veterans Association has announced its annual scholarship award
program for 2022. The scholarships will benefit a range
of graduating high school seniors, undergraduate
students, and post-graduate and professional education students.
Application instructions, forms, and other details
are posted on the JAVA website (provided below).
The scholarships include the U.S. Senator Daniel
K. Inouye Memorial Scholarship ($3,000); the Ishio
Founder’s Scholarship ($3,000), awarded in memory
of JAVA’s founder, Colonel Sunao Phil Ishio, U.S. Army
Reserve; the Kiyoko Tsuboi Taubkin Legacy Scholarship
($2,000), a tribute to Ms. Kiyoko Tsuboi Taubkin, a
longtime supporter of JAVA; as well as JAVA Memorial
Scholarships ($1,500) honoring more than a dozen
nisei veterans and JAVA members and/or their family
members, including Grant Hirabayashi of the MIS.
Descendants of those who served in the MIS,
100th Infantry Battalion, 442nd Regimental Combat
Team, 1399th Engineer Construction Battalion, 522nd
Field Artillery Battalion, or descendants of Japanese
American soldiers who served during World War II
in other U.S. military units, including the Women’s
Army Corps or Army Nurses Corps, are eligible and
encouraged to apply.
Current members of JAVA whose membership
began before April 1, 2020, are eligible. Children
of current JAVA members are also eligible and
encouraged to apply if the applicant’s parent or
guardian was a member of JAVA before April 1, 2020.
Rules and forms must be submitted by April 30,
2022. Information is available at the JAVA website:
<java-us.org/JAVA-Memorial-Scholarship-Program>.

MIS Linguists Honored
at National Army Museum
Americans of Japanese ancestry who served in the Military
Intelligence Service in World War II are being honored with
a unit tribute plaque at the National Museum of the United
States Army near Washington, D.C.
In 2020, the MIS Veterans Hawaii raised $5,000 for the plaque,
which recognizes all MIS nisei linguists who served in the war
and the occupation of Japan. Mahalo to everyone who generously donated to this project.
The plaque, which measures 12 by 18 inches, is displayed
along the Path of Remembrance at the museum at Fort Belvoir,
Virginia. The Army Historical Foundation has been raising $200
million to finance the museum, which is the first with a comprehensive view of the entire Army and its history.
AJAs are featured in several of the museum’s exhibits, not only
those who served in the MIS but also the 100th Infantry Battalion and 442nd Regimental Combat Team.
For more information, see <https://armyhistory.org/>.
Photos courtesy of Army Historical Foundation.

J E R O M E O S U R M A N / I H I P H O TO G R A P H Y

Coffman Publishes New Book
on World War II Experience;
MIS Library Grows
Journalist and historian Tom Coffman
has published Inclusion: How Hawai‘i
Protected Japanese Americans from
Mass Internment, Transformed Itself, and
Changed America.
The book
was released
in October
2021 by the
University of
Hawai‘i Press.
Coffman
has written
a number
of books,
Tom Coffman
including
Nation Within and Catch a Wave. Among
his documentaries are “First Battle,”
“Arirang,” and “Ninoy Aquino and the
Rise of People Power.” He is a three-time
recipient of the Hawai‘i Book Publishers
Association’s award for non-fiction, and
for his cumulative work he received the
Hawai‘i Award for Literature.
A summary of this latest work reads:
“Following December 7, 1941, the United
States government interned 120,000
people of Japanese ancestry evicted
from scattered settlements throughout
the West Coast states, yet why was a
much larger number concentrated in the
Hawaiian Islands war zone not similarly
incarcerated?
“At the root of the story is an inclusive
community that worked from the ground
up to protect an embattled segment of

its population. While the onset of World
War II surprised the American public,
war with Japan arrived in Hawai‘i in
slow motion. Responding to numerous
signs of impending conflict, the Council
for Interracial Unity mapped two goals:
minimize internment and maximize
inclusion in the war effort. The council’s
aspirational work was expressed in a
widely repeated saying: ‘How we get
along during the war will determine how
we get along when the war is over.’ The
Army Command of Hawai‘i, reassured by
firsthand acquaintances, came to believe
that ‘trust breeds trust.’
“In making sense of the disparity
between Island and mainland, Inclusion
unravels the deep history of the U.S.
‘sabotage psychosis,’ dissecting why
many continental Americans still

believe Japan succeeded at Pearl Harbor
because of the unseen hand of Japanese
saboteurs. Contrary to the explanation of
hysteria as the cause of the internment,
Inclusion documents how a high-level
plan of mass removal actually was
pitched to Hawai‘i prior to December 7,
only to be rejected.”
Other recent books on World War II
include:
Asian American Spies; How Asian
Americans Helped Win the Allied Victory,
by Brian Masaru Hayashi, professor of
history at Kent State University. Hayashi’s
account is about Japanese, Chinese,
and Korean Americans serving with the
Office of Strategic Services, the war-time
precursor of the Central Intelligence
Agency.
Facing the Mountain: A True Story of
Japanese American Heroes in World War II,
by Daniel James Brown. Brown’s focus is
on the exploits of the 442nd Regimental
Combat Team soldiers, with some
mentions of the contributions of the
Military Intelligence Service.

MIS, NVL Supporting 100th Infantry Battalion Anniversary Observance
The Military Intelligence Service Education Society of Hawaii and Nisei Veterans
Legacy have joined to support the 100th Infantry Battalion 80th Anniversary
Commemoration Committee in celebrating this milestone in the creation
of the unit in June 1942.
The committee is planning many events this year to commemorate the
anniversary, including the launch of a student initiative,
called “The Challenge.”
Students are being invited to “create an innovative solution
to address this challenge by applying the values, sacrifices,
contributions, and accomplishments of the World War II
100th Infantry Battalion soldiers and veterans.”
Ideas can be presented as a business, video,
website, art piece, poem, story, or play. The project
is open to all Hawaii middle and high school
students, either as individuals, teams, a class, or
organization.
Registration deadline was March 29, but
questions regarding The Challenge may be
directed to <sbuyukacar@gmail.com>.
A flyer about the project can be found
on the news page of the MIS website:
<misveteranshawaii.com>.

M.I.S. VETERANS HAWAII
P.O. BOX 3021
HONOLULU, HI 96802

Renew
Your MIS
Membership
Payable/mail to:
MIS Veterans Hawaii
P.O. Box 3021
Honolulu, HI 96802
Questions:
<misveteranshawaii@gmail.com>

We’d love to keep you as a member of the MIS Veterans Education Society of Hawaii.
If you’re not current with your dues, or aren’t a member of the MIS Veterans
Education Society of Hawaii, now is the time to sign up to continue receiving our
newsletter, join us for MIS events, and enjoy other benefits of membership.
Annual dues is $20.00.
Make checks payable to “MIS Veterans Hawaii” and mail this form with your
payment to us at P.O. Box 3021, Honolulu, Hawaii 96802.
Your membership will be effective as of the date payment is received.
If we do not hear from you, we will assume you are no longer interested in
our activities and will stop any further communication. If you want to know
your membership status, please send us an email and we’ll let you know
<misveteranshawaii@gmail.com>.
As an alternative, please visit our website <misveteranshawaii.com> to read
updates or download the latest edition of this newsletter.

Yes, I would like to continue my MIS Veterans Hawaii membership and newsletter.
My dues are enclosed.
Name
Mailing address
City						State 					ZIP
Telephone 				

E-mail

